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SUBJECT: RANGER 'FOX) URANIUM ENVIRONMENTAL INQUIRY REACTIONS 

REF: (A) CANBERRA 7888, (B) CANBERRA 7843 (BOTH NOTAL) 

1 . QUALIFIED APPROVAL FOR URANIUM MINING AND MILLING BY 
FOX REPORT HAS EVOKED PREDICTABLE RESPONSES FROM GOVERNMENT, 
INDUSTRY, ENVIRONMENTALISTS, AND PUBLIC. ESSENTIALLY, FOX 
REPORT DOES NOT BAN URANIUM MINING AND MILLING, EXCLUSIVE OF 
NORTHERN TERRITORY WHICH IS SUBJECT OF FORTHCOMING SECOND 
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REPORT, SUBJECT TO STRINGENT SAFEGUARDS AND REGULATIONS. 
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REPORT SUGGESTS THAT ITS FINDINGS, PARTICULARLY ISSUES RELATING 
TO PROLIFERATION AND SAFEGUARDS, BE SUBJECTED TO FURTHER PUBLIC 
AND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. 

2. GOA OFFICIALS VIEW REPORT AS ONLY A RECOMMENDATION WITH 
FINDINGS SUBJECTED TO INTERDEPARTMENTAL ANALYSIS AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF GOA POSITION TO BE DELIVERED TO PARLIAMENT FOR ACTION. 

CABINET MEMBERS ARE INCLINED TO FAVOR URANIUM MINING, BUT 

HAVE BEEN CAREFUL NOT TO COMMENT SO AS TO PROVOKE CRITICISM 
FROM ANTI-NUCLEAR FORCES. CONSENSUS AMONG MANY LIBERAL- 
COUNTRY PARTY OFFICIALS IS THAT DEBATE HAS GONE FAR ENOUGH, 
WHEREAS, OPPOSITION HAS ISSUED CALL FOR INTENSIVE PUBLIC AND 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. 

3. INDUSTRY SPOKESMEN ARE GUARDEDLY OPTIMISTIC THAT MINING 
AND EXPORT OF URANIUM WILL PROCEED AT FUTURE DATE, BUT ARE 
SOMEWHAT DISGRUNTLED BY CONTINUING DELAY FOR WHAT THEY SEE AS 
FINAL APPROVAL FOR MINING, MILLING, AND EXPORTING URANIUM. 

INDUSTRY IS RELIEVED REPORT DID NOT RECOMMEND BAN ON URANIUM 
MINING, BUT INDUSTRY OFFICIALS REMAIN UNEASY BECAUSE FOX 
REPORT DID NOT HAND DOWN RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING MINING IN 
THE NORTHERN TERRITORY, SITE OF MASSIVE URANIUM RESERVES. THE 
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF MINING IN NORTHERN 
TERRITORY WILL BE DISCUSSED IN SECOND REPORT. 

4. LABOR UNION CRITICISM OF URANIUM MINING CONTINUES. UNION 
OFFICIALS CALL FOR ADDITIONAL EXTENSIVE PUBLIC AND PARLIAMEN- 
TARY DEBATE AND IMPLORE THE GOA NOT TO ACT HASTILY. ANY 
RAPID GOA ACTION WILL LIKELY MEET WITH STRONG OPPOSITION FROM 
THE UNION RESULTING IN STRIKES AND CONTINUED TRANSPORT BANS. 
RAILWAY UNIONS CONTINUE THEIR BAN ON URANIUM SHIPMENTS FROM 
MARY KATHLEEN. 

5. PREDICTABLE RESPONSES WERE FORTHCOMING FROM THE ANTI- 
NUCLEAR ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS. ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUPS REMAIN 
OPTIMISTIC THAT URANIUM WILL NOT BE MINED. CRITICISM OF 
REPORT FOR ITS FAILURE TO SUGGEST MINING BAN IN FACE OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPON PROLIFERATION THREAT AND DIFFICULTY OF MAIN- 
TAINING SAFEGUARDS ASSOCIATED WITH URANIUM MINING (BOTH 
SUBJECT OF EXTENSIVE ANALYSIS IN REPORT) AND TRANSPORT. 
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6. IN MANY CIRCLES, THE FOX REPORT HAS BEEN CRITICIZED FOR 
ITS FAILURE TO BE MORE CONCLUSIVE IN ITS FINDINGS 

PARTICULARLY AS IT RELATES TO APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF URANIUM 
MINING AND ITS RELATED ATTRIBUTES. COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
THAT FINDINGS OF THE REPORT BE SUBJECTED TO MORE DEBATE IS 
VIEWED BY MANY AS FRIVOLOUS BECAUSE OF THE LENGTHY DEBATE 
ALREADY UNDERTAKEN. 
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7. COMMENT: IRRESPECTIVE OF THE GOA DECISION ON URANIUM 
MINING, THERE WILL BE STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE POLICY 
DECISION. PARLIAMENT IS PUT IN THE UNENVIABLE POSITION OF 
MAKING THE FINAL DECISION. THERE IS SOME SPECULATION THAT 
CONDITIONS FOR MINING URANIUM STIPULATED IN THE FOX REPORT 
ARE SUCH THAT THEY ARE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO MEET, E.G., 

TERMS OF ALL AUSTRALIAN URANIUM SALES ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD 
ENSURE THAT SUPPLIES CAN BE STOPPED OR RESTRICTED, UNILATERALLY 
BY GOA IF HAZARDS AND OTHER DIFFICULTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
URANIUM MAKE SUCH A COURSE OF ACTION DESIRABLE. 

8. GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE OFFICIALS HAVE NOT ISSUED MANY 
STATEMENTS SINCE THE REPORT WAS ISSUED, BUT ENTIRE NUCLEAR 
ISSUE IS SEETHING BENEATH THE SURFACE. EMBASSY WILL 
REPORT DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY OCCURE. 

HARGROVE 
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